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Matthew Rachman's 1890s Viclorian coftage has
a quaint facade, but inside, his rofaling collection
of art and wares gives the home eclectic élan.

By Jessie Sardina | Photography by Nathaniel Smith

For many, putting together an artful space
proposes a classic dilemma: Which comes
first—the furnishings or the are? But for
Matthew Rachman—whose restored 1893
Victorian worker's cottage in Lincoln

Park serves as a direct extension of his
eponymous art and design gallery—the
DINING IN
The diniag roem features a glosstop
Giovanni Offredi table with plush
white Mile Boughmon chairs. Glowing
lamps by Lisa Jehonsson-Pape ond o
onging fiqure piece by Paul Borker
fuse Rochmna's signature artsy-edlecic
vibe with the otherwise minimol space.

While Rachman’s concrere and
white-walled Ukrainian Village space
(matthewrachmangallery.com) aptly
showcases the dealer’s evergrowing stock of
modern and vintage art and furnishings,
the picces truly come to life in his own
home, which has come to serve as a rotating
showease of his current CONTINUED...

Matthew Rachman covered the main
wall of the living room with o large-
scale metal ol rom Holly Hunt
cirea 1980. A Brazilian cowhide rug
sots the stage for a vintage Warren
Platner table and o fun and funky
Adrian Pearsall sefo reuphalstered
inmed cloth from Zimbabwe.

PRIDE OF PLACE
Rachrann's poodle,
Doisy, poses in front

of the hame's eriginal
woodburning fireploce.
Clevelond Dean’s “Ab
Uno Unum fit* anchors
the wall, while o
Coli-Asia rocking choir
ond Laurel brutalist
lomp add interest.




I WOULDN'T PUT ANY PIECE

IN THE GALLERY UNLESS I'D

PUT IT IN MY HOME."

~MATTHEW RACHMAN

&

..conTiNuep  favorite finds.

Rachman founded the gallery two years ago after
trading in a finance career for the chance to tum his
lifelong love of art and design into a full-time gig. With a
growing roster of local and national artists of all mediums
(popular abstract painter Linc Thelen and ubercool
light-installation duo Lufwerk are represented), and an
extensive collection of rare furniture and decor (think
quirky midcentury pieces like a Selig rocker reupholstered
in Mongolian sheepskin, or Gino Sarfa
2097 Flas chandelier), the gallery has become a go-to
destination for designers and collectors looking to find
that one wow-item for a space.

“I wouldn't put any piece in the gallery unless
I'd put it in my home,” says Rachman of the classic
Victorian worker's cottage that sets the stage for his
artsy-meers-eclectic style. “From the outside, it looks
like a grandmother's house, bur once you go inside, it's
not at all what you'd expect,” he says of the once shag-
carpeted, smoke-stained home he purchased in 2008
after ensuring the previous longtime owners he wouldn't
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tear it down. “At the time, developers were purchas
these old cortages and knocking them down,” he
recalls. “But | wanted to save everything | could.” From
characteristic archways and crown moldings to the

home’s original oak floors, Rachman's expert restoration
of the space is a firting backdrop for his ever-cvolving
collection of both vintage, refinished and contemporary
art and wares. “I'm a preservationist,” he says. “I like
bringing things back to life”

HOTSEAT

From fop: An orange sefo by
Milo Baughman pops in the
Tomily roam, while neutral
pieces, like o midentury
bench reupholstered in
cowtide and o diptych of
circa-1970 Chinese mailbogs,
bolance out the space;

u shoepskin Rev Jenote

for Selig rodker inds s
home in the sunrcom,




